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builc
investalo
hauling the building away,
to think of ways to repurpose as
we could. We began to challenge each
other and ask questions; what could be
reused on the site for the new building?
What could be used as it exists, like bricks
or steel? What could be used for other
purposes, like fill, or what could be saved
as memories of the old MacArthur, like
the bluestone from the old main
entrance?




while classroom
community with a resilie

g is clad in locally
sourced black locust and bluestone.

The site is designed to demonstrate and improve the natural habitat by using native plantings and employing
permaculture principles. A nature trail links to the adjacent MacArthur Park providing opportunities to connect with
nature and to understand the natural systems of the area. Rain and storm water from both the site and the
surrounding neighborhood are slowed and absorbed using a variety of sustainable strategies including constructed

wetlands, reed beds, rain gardens and impervious pavement. The design also lessens the flood displacement area of
the site.
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On the first flc

than 74,000 SF of “pra

classrooms and other defined le

clustered in three “pods.” The main building houses
multi-purpose auditorium/gymnasium and cafeterla.
The design incorporates state-of-the-art technology in
all applicable areas, inside and out. The westerly
orientation of the pods and the face of the main
building, for example, are intended to provide
maximum exposure for the capture of solar energy.
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Informal collabc

between spaces” (third s
accommodate ever evolving
pedagogy. Interior materials are

simple, elegant and subtly color
themed by grade level. The project is
tracking for LEED Platinum
certification.




redefine
create a deeply s

Based on those early input sessions, revious building and its

traditions. The blue stone that composes part of the exterior is new, but of the same type used on the old building.
The MacArthur sign, too, is original. A popular walking track has been re-imagined as a nature-surrounded walking
path with the same quarter-mile distance. In the old building, students moved from storing their belongings in
cubbies in third grade to lockers in fourth. Here, the rite of passage will continue with lockers in the fourth-grade

wing.




What does a living school look like?

*  What is your favorite memory of
MacArthur School?

The student engagement was important
because the young students were the best
resource for wider thinking and creativity. We
found the youngest grades to be the most
creative. We also got to see what school was
through their eyes. Many fascinating
discoveries occurred including the importance
of “third spaces” and how much real learning
takes place in those spaces.
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Submitting Firm : Ashley McGraw Architects

Project Role

Project Contact

Title

aXo[o [(=1S

City, State or Province, Country
Phone

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing, Structural Engineer
Michael McGough

Principal

100 Broadway

New York, New York, United States

(212) 334-2025

Project Role

Project Contact

Title

Address

City, State or Province, Country
Phone

General Contractor

Nick Robertson

Project Manager

250 North Genesee Street

Montour Falls, New York, United States
(607) 535-5400



Design and Build?
If yes, Total Cost:

Includes:

If no,

Site Development: $6 million

Building Construction: $45 million (includes fixed equipment)
Fixed Equipment:

Other:

Total: $79.5 million (Project Cost)




visioning
-we will respect the energy of the
site

-we will heal our relationship with
the nver

-we Will create a net zero fossil fuel
building

-we will ieach

- we Will create a saf= and
welcoming place for students and
the community
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