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Community Environment: 
The location and arrangement of buildings forms a 
campus linked together by three outdoor spaces – the 
Arrival Plaza, the Arts Plaza, and the Spirit Plaza. All of 
these plazas serve to unite the community with the life of

the school by performing both as student activity areas as 
well as community access and event spaces. The Visual 
Arts Plaza, for instance, serves as an entry court for the 
Performance Hall, while also serving as an outdoor studio 
space for the adjacent Art Studios.

View from the Arts Plaza: buildings are arranged to form a campus of inter-connected spaces.



Community Environment: 
The Arrival Plaza and Spirit Plaza pivot around a corner 
of the building housing administration on the first floor 
and overlooked by the library above. These two spaces 
are linked by dozens of large rocks scattered in the 

landscape. These rocks formed an integral part of the 
school’s daily rituals on the old campus and where 
relocated to provide the same function on the new 
campus.

Library overlooking Arrival Plaza



Community Environment:
The Spirit Plaza is bounded on the north by the student 
commons, on the south by the gym lobby and on the 
west by a steep embankment leading to the play fields. 
The space is scaled and equipped to accommodate the 
entire student body for school events, as well as function 

as informal gathering spaces for students throughout the 
day. At the same time, it opens to the community on its 
east side to provide through-access to the fields and 
serve as a forecourt for events in the surrounding 
buildings.

The Athletic Complex forms the southern boundary of the Spirit Plaza.



Learning Environment:
Flexible Learning Environments: The 
structural, Mechanical, and vertical circulation 
systems have been organized to provide 
maximum flexibility for future needs. All 
seismic requirements for the building are 
captured at four distinct core areas, freeing 
the entire remaining floor plate of obstructions 
to future changes. During design, the facility 
was test fit for a variety of futures including 
departmental models, grade level 
configurations, and small school centers. 

Future-proofing to provide flexibility.

Structural system provides unobstructed floor plate.



Learning Environment:
The adaptability of the facility was proven during 
construction when a decision was made to re-examine 
the district’s CTE programs and to relocate a district-wide 
production and fabrication center to the partially 
completed facility. An entire wing of the first floor was 
reimagined to allow for an inquiry-based learning 

model. The reconfiguring of the wing resulted in a series 
of integrated program spaces including the Digital Lab 
Center, the Scene Shop Construction Resource Room, 
and the Big Room – a large fabrication lab anchored by a 
rotating wall alternately defining testing and presentation 
areas.

The Big Room fabrication lab



Learning Environment:
Maker Spaces: The school’s programs are constantly 
evolving. To support this need, highly flexible areas have 
been provided for exploration and fabrication including an 
area dubbed “The Big Room” and Invention Lab. 

In addition, other CTE spaces, including culinary arts, 
have been dispersed throughout the first floor of the 
building - integrating them into the school.

Culinary Arts lab



Learning Environment: 
The Visual Arts studios open to the Arts Plaza with a 
series of overhead doors, providing open-air studio space 

for both production and display of student artwork.

Visual Arts Studio



Learning Environment:
The existing 451-seat theater was refurbished and 
incorporated into a new Arts Complex, including Band & 

Choral rooms, 2D & 3D Art studios, and a black box 
theater.

Black box theater



Physical Environment:
A conscious decision was made early on to create a 
campus, both inside and out, that reflected the 
aspirations of students as they prepare for a future 
college experience.

On the interior, materials and furnishings were selected to 
impart an atmosphere of warmth and refinement, as well 
as providing durability. On the exterior, choice of 
materials and expression provide a unifying identity 
among multiple buildings. Outdoor spaces were created 
to provide a variety of experiences for students as well as 
the community

Wood and concrete are part of a refined material palette.



Physical Environment:
The buildings are designed with simplicity in mind. 
Efficient use of resources begins with efficient floor plans, 
appropriate material selections, and economical 
construction techniques. Load-bearing masonry and 

cast-in-place concrete walls serve the structural needs of 
the building while providing durable finishes that reduce 
maintenance and replacement costs over the life of the 
building. Simple floor plan organizations minimize building 
perimeter and envelope impacts to energy use. 

Library overlooking school campus



Physical Environment:
Although the new building is considerably 
larger than the old one, increasing the height 
to three stories reduced material usage as 
well as the size of the building footprint, and 
therefore the amount of impervious surface 
on site. Other strategies include use of low-
flow fixtures, reuse of salvaged materials 
from the existing buildings, refurbishing of the 
existing theater, minimized site grading on a 
topographically complex site, daylight 
modeling to reduce lighting loads, use of 
native plantings, and storm water 
management strategies.

Student safety on an open campus was 
addressed through thoughtful site design and 
landscape planting design, and through the 
use of simple building forms that allow easy 
surveillance. Entry points to each building are 
strategically located to minimize access while 
still maintaining an open feel to the campus. 

The campus conforms to existing site topography.



Physical Environment:
A linear lobby, Highlander Hall, connects all community 
functions and student resources within the Academic 
Building, including the career center, counseling, 

administration, the student store, and the student 
commons, as well as the stairs to the second floor library 
overlooking the student commons.

Highlander Hall



Physical Environment: 
Within the school buildings, remnants of the old building –
including recycled bleacher seating, ceramic tiles, student 
artwork, and other cultural objects – are integrated with 

new graphics and signage to reinforce the unique 
Highlander spirit of place.

Reuse of old bleachers for casework in gym lobby.



Planning Process: 
The most successful projects are rooted in a series of 
common visions that are shared by all project participants. 
In order to generate and understand a shared vision for the 
Shorecrest High School community, we outreached in a 

variety of venues and formats to students, teachers, 
parents, district administration, maintenance/facilities 
leadership, and the broader community during all phases of 
the design process. 



Planning Process: 
Educational Strategy Sessions: Workshops were 
designed to explore emerging educational strategies, 

and to prioritize appropriate learning programs for the 
current and future Shorecrest HS.



Planning Process: 
User Focus Group Sessions: Sessions with individual 
user groups, including individual teaching 
departments, custodial groups, etc., were organized 
to explore specific needs of individual program 
spaces.

Student “HILL” Session: Shorecrest High School 
students participated in a workshop exploring “How I 
Like to Learn.” This gave the students a voice and 
ultimately ownership in design directions for their 
improved facility.

Facility Steering Committee Work Sessions: These 
sessions were made up of a larger, but still 
manageable, committee of representatives from all 
stakeholder groups, which met regularly to review 
and approve progress for all planning and design 
phases.

Community Open Houses: Open house strategies 
were developed in which parents and other 
Shorecrest High School community members offered 
input and gain focused information about the project. 
Open Houses occurred regularly.

Newsletters/Website Outreach: Multiple “touch points” 
were utilized to ensure the project progression 
received maximum exposure in the community.



First floor plan



Second & Third floor plans
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Project Contact Rebecca Baibak, REFP
Title Principal
Address 117 South Main Street, Suite 100
City, State or Province, Country Seattle, WA, United States of America
Phone 206.628.3137

Other Firm: AHBL Engineers, Inc.
Project Role Civil Engineer
Project Contact Laura Grignon, PE
Title Engineer
Address 1200 6th Ave, Suite 1620
City, State or Province, Country Seattle, WA, United States of America
Phone 206.267.2425

Other Firm: Weisman Design Group
Project Role Landscape Architect
Project Contact Nick Hagan, ASLA
Title Principal
Address 2329 East Madison Street
City, State or Province, Country Seattle, WA, United States of America
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Other Firm: Wood/Harbinger, Inc
Project Role Mechanical Engineer
Project Contact Paul Johnson, PE, CSI
Title Engineer
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City, State or Province, Country Bellevue, WA, United States of America
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Title Engineer
Address 3009 112th Ave NE, Suite 100
City, State or Province, Country Bellevue, WA, United States of America 
Phone 425.822.9499

Other Firm : Sparling, Inc
Project Role Acoustical Engineer
Project Contact Sarah Rollins
Title
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Other Firm : Stafford Design Group, Inc.
Project Role Kitchen
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Project Details

Project Name Shorecrest High School
City Shoreline
State Washington
District Name Shoreline Public Schools
Supt/President Rebecca Miner
Occupancy Date 12/2014
Grades Housed 9-12

Capacity(Students) 1,500
Site Size (acres) 5.39
Gross Area (sq. ft.) 227,000
Per Occupant(pupil) 151
gross/net please indicate Gross

Design and Build? Yes
If yes, Total Cost: $57,000,000
Includes:

If no, 
Site Development: N/A
Building Construction: N/A
Fixed Equipment: N/A
Other: N/A

Total: $57,000,000
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