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Main entry and drop-off

Elbert PK12

The Elbert PK-12 School is an on-site 
replacement of the town’s former 
school facility, originally built in 
1930. The Elbert school site is 
located on a hillside at the north 
end of town, about 30 miles 
southeast of Castle Rock, CO.  The 
new school was constructed on the 
same site as the former facility, 
which was built on the hill to 
replace the original Elbert school, 
after it was destroyed in a 1930’s 
flood. Some materials from the 
flooded school were re-used in the 
existing facility, and are reused 
again in the new project. The site is 
approximately 10 acres on a plateau 
flattened out of the hillside. A 
school district master plan was 
completed in 2010.
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Planning Process:

Following a B.E.S.T. grant award and 
successful bond in 2012, the design phase 
kicked off with interviews and workshops 
with students, staff and community 
members.  During the conceptual and 
schematic phases, the project was guided 
by the Elbert Design Advisory Group, 
composed of a select group of school staff 
and local community members. The 
project was made possible by a Colorado 
Department of Education B.E.S.T. grant 
(Building Excellent Schools Today) along 
with a successful matching bond election 
from Elbert’s local community.
Between the master plan and the ribbon-
cutting, a five-year process of visioning, 
funding, design and construction took 
place that involved the same D.A.G and 
design team membership along the way. 
From alternate site investigations to 
mock-up wall color selection, the D.A.G. 
was consistently involved and 
enthusiastic. The same DAG attended all 
OAC meetings, participated in developing 
the final mock-up wall, participated in 
finding historical photos and information 
for the interior.  A student alumnus 
developed a new school logo for the gym 
floor and for use by the school.
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Learning Commons

Planning Process  cont’d:
Furniture selection was made by the 
architects and the DAG to support 
flexibility and 21st century technology.
Successful planning activities included 
visioning sessions using interior and 
exterior precedent character images, and 
brainstorming with various levels of the 
student body about what their school 
should be like.  Community meetings 
involved voting on priorities that ranged 
from Sustainable Design and 21st Century 
Learning Environments to Community 
Connections.  The D.A.G. and the Design 
Team also toured various new school 
facilities throughout the state in order to 
help visualize the final project.
Because of the tours and community 
input, the DAG was able to communicate 
the importance of sporting events to 
connecting community with the school 
element. They also established that access 
to the library by the community and 
library visibility was a priority.  These 
goals translated into a central design 
element for the school – openness and 
connectivity.
Individual teacher interviews were able to 
shape the classrooms arrangement and 
adjacencies.  Throughout the process, 
three-dimensional modeling of typical 
classrooms was used to reflect design. 
Live digital model presentations were 
used in conferences to discuss exterior; 
photorealistic renderings helped to decide 
materials and the exterior character as it 
developed.
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2nd Floor Corridor, View through Commons to Gym
Learning Environment:

The planning team prioritized variety and 
adaptability of learning spaces within the 
Elbert School.
The team chose to maintain larger 
classrooms along with a smaller class size 
throughout the grade levels. At almost 40 
square feet per student, the classrooms 
allow for flexibility now and for growth in 
the future.  Break out spaces are provided 
in each wing.  They are not relegated to 
the corridor interior but instead are given 
their own exterior views and unique 
furnishings. Additional enclosed
Resource and Small Group rooms are 
distributed throughout school, many of a 
size that is adaptable to future classroom 
uses. Business, Art and CTE Laboratories 
support varied paths to success for the 
students of Elbert. Recognizing the 
multiple uses of the modern school 
library, the Planning Team decided to use 
a portion of the reading area as an “Idea 
Room.”  Separated by a glass garage door, 
the Idea Room can double as a distance 
learning lab, and additional classroom, a 
conference room or any number of other 
uses.  With writable walls on all sides and 
extra technology support, the space 
provides additional adaptability to the 
school.
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Commons

Learning Environment, 
cont’d.:

The school educational spaces also relate 
to both the learner and the community. 
Ceremonial and educational outdoor 
spaces integrate with the curriculum – an 
intimate art & dining patio rests sheltered 
by the building to the northwest.  An 
outdoor classroom across from the main 
entry is built with brick salvaged from the 
original school house, destroyed in the 
1930’s flood.
The position of the school on the site has 
allowed the plan to leave room for future 
expansion.  By placing the Gymnasium 
partially within the hillside and a level 
below, space remains for the 2 classroom 
wings to expand outwards on the plateau 
in the future.
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Physical Environment:

In pursuit of LEED Gold certification, the 
Elbert school uses aggressive daylighting 
& integrated south shading to provide 
great amounts of natural light while 
taking advantage of 360 –degree views.  
The building’s development footprint is 
minimal due to its stacking on three levels 
and cascading down the hillside – a 
previously unused portion of the parcel. 
This helped to keep the building scale and 
profile down - appropriate for the town 
context.
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ECE Classroom

Physical Environment, 
cont’d.:

To promote safety and to emphasize the 
importance of the school as a joint-use, 
community facility, the design strives not 
only to provide direct access to the public 
spaces, but also to provide views between 
them.  To maximize the shared-use nature 
of the design, visual connections between 
the library level, the commons / cafeteria, 
and the main gymnasium floor are 
maintained.  During the occasion of a 
community event, one will see the school 
activated and energized as a basketball 
game takes place on the lower level, 
concessions are served in the main level, 
and the public visits the community 
library on the upper level. All of the 
spaces have views through to the other 
levels in a cross-sectional relationship. 
Direct views through multiple areas 
reinforce a sense of community as well as 
safety and security.
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Commons Counter + open view to Gym

Community Environment:

As mentioned before, connecting to the 
community was a primary goal for the 
facility.  Access to the Public Library, visual 
connections to the athletic facilities, and 
the entry sequence itself help tie the 
building to the history of Elbert.  Unlike 
many schools that have a separate entry 
for athletic events, the public is invited 
into the heart of the school at Elbert, 
entering by the historical markers at the 
outdoor classroom, progressing through 
the central commons that displays 
historical photographs of the town, and 
down into the athletic spaces for sporting 
events and other programs.
Spaces such as the community library’s 
“Idea Room” open up possibilities for 
joint partnerships with community 
leaders, groups, speakers or other forms 
of outside involvement with the school.
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Science Lab

Community Environment
Cont’d.:

The exterior design of the building strives 
to find its place in the context of Elbert, 
Colorado.  The forms of the building hug 
the site’s rolling hills, a geography 
common to the region.  The materials and 
composition of the building are derived 
from the rustic ranch and equestrian 
buildings in the surrounding landscape, 
taking stone, siding, and some natural 
wood and concrete for the materials 
palette and combining them into forms 
with a more civic nature, expressing the 
building as both a school and a 
community center.



Floor Plan

Floor Plan Level 3:    JH / HS Classrooms; Learning Commons



Floor Plan

Floor Plan, Level 2 (Ground Level): ES + Specials Classrooms; Administration; Cafeteria Commons



Floor Plan

Floor Plan Level 1: 
Athletics; Music



Building Section



Plan Level 1

Plan Level 2 
(Ground Floor)

Plan Level 3



Project Data:
Submitting Firm: SLATERPAULL | Hord Coplan Macht
Project Role Architect
Project Contact Adele Willson, AIA
Title Principal in Charge
Address 1331 19th Street
City, State or Province, Country Denver, CO
Phone 303-607-0977

Joint Partner Firm: n/a
Project Role
Project Contact
Title
Address
City, State or Province, Country
Phone

Other Firm: n/a
Project Role
Project Contact
Title
Address
City, State or Province, Country
Phone

Construction Firm: FCI Constructors, Inc.
Project Role Costruction Manager / General Contractor
Project Contact Rob Price
Title Project Manager
Address 4001 N Valley Dr
City, State or Province, Country Longmont, CO
Phone 970-535-4725



Project Details
1. Project Name Elbert PK-12 School

2. District Name Elbert School District #200

3. City/State Elbert, Colorado

4. Superintendent Kelli Loflin

5. Occupancy Date August 1, 2014

6. Grades Housed PK-12 (198 Students)

7. Design Capacity (# of 
students)

300 Students

8. Site Size (acres) 1.8 Acres

9. Gross Area (Sq. Ft.) 70,869 sf

10. Space per Pupil (Gross) 358 gross square feet / student (236 GSF / student at capacity)

Design Build (Y/N)? N

If yes, Total Costs

If yes, Cost Include:

If no, Site Development Costs $2,456,760

If no, Construction Costs $14,996,264.00

If no, FF&E n/a

If no, Other: n/a

If no, Total Cost $20,675,000
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