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Papago School

Location: Phoenix, Arizona
Category of Entry: Elementary School
Award Type: New Construction
Firm Name: Orcutt | Winslow






ool, built in 1953 was deeply routed in the
ecome structurally obsolete. Building new
res was an opportunity to revitalize the educational culture
and the community. Although the new buildings and site
design followed the plan and site traces of the previous, they
were thought of as shiny new forms rising from the ashes of
the old — analogous to the bird from which the city was
named.

Following that theme, the lower floor of the building was grey block
but all portions that rose above were conceived of a shiny material
that would appear almost factory made like the smooth skin of a
melon. At each location, the the protective “melon” skin was
penetrated, or opened up, the bright interior fruit shown through.
This is evident at the exterior education spaces where each is
finished in variations of primary colors that contrast with the metal
skin depending on the building or “melon” in which they appear.
This concept is a great metaphor for the idea of school rising up
from the earth encased in new structures that allow it to flourish.
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It was important that the new bu
just replacement space. Along
in education. Papago School was de
would integrate subjects, learn throug
the community.

For that reason, the community of teachers, students, parents, and neighbors was
brought in and helped brainstorm on layout ideas, both theoretical, spatial and practical.
During multiple community programming sessions, ideas were recorded and members
broke into groups and designed, presented and critiqued their “ideal” school.

“ldeal” School Brainstorm:

Garden area — Tranquil » Tells a story about what’s happening in
Celebrate kids work the school

Safe place for families Connected to outdoors

Public access Papago World

21stcentury school Teacher as a facilitator

Flexible Access to content

Celebrates culture Caters to individual's learning style
Celebrates diversity Good human being

Celebrates learning Life skills

Papago Sports Team Personal, social space
Transparent Cohesive

Stimulating Serendipitous

Engaging
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» Pedestrian access was

paramount

» Gathering spaces before

school and at the end of
the day was emphasized.
The canopy became a
symbolic entrance and
wayfinding device as
well as as defining a
functional shaded
gathering area.

The memorial tree was
preserved from the
original campus and
become the center peace
of an exterior common
where the soccer ball is
often passed around
before class.
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Transparency and Serendipitous Learning

Transparency not only to the exterior but between formal learning
spaces, common areas and impromptu learning spaces was
deliberate. It was found that impromptu spaces were more likely to
be used if they were visually connected or integral to common
space and that teachers were more likely to break out of their
comfort zone and try new ideas if their classrooms were visually
open. Additionally, seventh and eighth grade students are exposed to
elective classes that may be available to them in coming semesters.







Courtyard as “Commons”:

The interior courtyard serves as the traditional
town commons. A combination of learning
space, assembly space, practice space and
impromptu collaboration space, the courtyard
is activated by its functional purpose as a
central circulation space




Enhancing the Life of the Commons:

Circulation elements were designed and arranged
to enhance activities in the courtyard and support
the ideas of serendipitous learning
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Media Center:

Current trends in media science do away with the
circulation desk and bring the librarian out into the stacks




Project Role

Project Contact
Title N/A
Address N/A
City, State or Province, Country N/A
Phone N/A
ConstructionFirm: ~~ D.L.Withers Construction
Project Role General Contractor
Project Contact Brad Walker
Title Senior Project Manager
Address 3220 East Harbour Drive
City, State or Province, Country Phoenix, Arizona 85034, USA

Phone 602-438-9500




Demolition $ 259,500

Site Development: $ 1,404,000

Building Construction: $14,740,500

Fixed Equipment: Equipment costs not available
Other: Soft costs not available

Total: $16,404,000



