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the site, while providing a securt
entrance for visitors. The classroom
are planned so that the youngest
students walk the least distance to
common areas. Designed into the
corridors are display areas and
community spaces that allow
students to connect with each other
show case their work, and engage
each other through the exciting
activities and learning opportunities
that can occur outside the classroom.
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Throughout the plal
HISD emphasized a nee
address multiple learning
desire to move beyond the stand a
deliver as a sole mechanism for
delivering instruction. To respond to
these desires the school has been
provided with Smart Boards and
common areas that teachers can use
to conduct learning beyond the
classroom.
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Other design features include
circular windows, display casewo
large graphics, and bright colorful
spaces that engage the students.

Despite the limited budget of around
$140 a square foot that included
sitework and detention requirements
the designers were able to use
minimalist finishes that were
contemporary and durable such as
polished concrete to generate the
schools aesthetic.
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Physical Environment — las
developed with each age grot
Windows were scaled and positic
based on the grade level. The shape o
the building, the sizing and location of
the classrooms meant a variety of
classroom layouts, allowing for creativity
and unique classroom environments.
The millwork design promotes project
based learning, by creating a variety of
learning stations around the classroom.
Classrooms were grouped around
community spaces and vertical light
wells that connect the learning
communities vertically and

horizontally. Sloped ceilings allowed for
larger windows at perimeter walls,
maximizing natural light into the OUTDOOR LEARNING
classroom and therefore minimizing the
use of artificial light. Polished concrete
floors created a durable environment
and again added value in design due to
cost savings in maintenance.
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In addition, Jerri Nixon the principe
was included in all major design
meetings. In addition, Jerri served as
a link between the staff and
community leaders found in the PTO
to provide instructions and keep
these groups apprised throughout
construction.

Formally, the community garden,
multipurpose room and library serve
the community directly with access
available outside of the school’s
normal hours.
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HISD has a large set of standards that
have been compiled to ensure parity
among schools. Kirksey used the
teachers, principal and community
feedback to understand the critical
issues not addressed by these
standards to create the complete
design for the school. Issues included
design concepts that would improve
the efficiency and longevity of the
school for maintenance and operation
purposes.



Project Role
Project Contact

Title
Address
City, State or Province, Country
Phone
ConstructionFirm> ~ AnslowBryant
Project Role General Contractor
Project Contact Mark Shaw
Title Chief Estimator
Address 840 North Gessner
City, State or Province, Country Houston, Texas USA

Phone 713.626.1216




gross/net plea

Design and Build? \[o]
If yes, Total Cost: 11.9 million
Includes: Site work, detention, building

If no,

Site Development:
Building Construction:
Fixed Equipment:
Other:

Total: 11.9 Million
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project team realized that t
was very important to the com
and an important symbol that some
even considered it an extension of their
homes. A few of the current residents
had even attended the school as
children. The result was a
contemporary, multifaceted school
house for the next phase of the
communities life.
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