
CASEY MIDDLE SCHOOL

Boulder Valley School District
Boulder, Colorado

2014 Exhibition of School
Planning and Architecture



CASEY MIDDLE SCHOOL



CASEY MIDDLE SCHOOL



Community Environment: The 
Boulder community was 
significantly involved in the 
planning and design of Casey 
Middle School. The historic, 
existing school was a beloved 
structure to many in the 
community, though riddled 
with structural issues and 
facing declining enrollment to 
newer schools in the district. 
The building, first constructed 
in 1924 as a three-story 
collegiate gothic structure, had 
undergone additions in 1956, 
1970 and 1990. It was the goal 
from the beginning that the 
new school would remain an 
icon in the community, a place 
for residents to gather, and 
would increase its enrollment 
making it a neighborhood 
school once again.

Existing Casey Middle School



Auditorium
Community Environment: 
The school accommodates 
after hours use by closing 
classroom areas while 
leaving the gym and 
auditorium accessible via 
separate entrances. The 
350-seat auditorium has a 
full stage and support 
spaces. The cafeteria/ 
commons also serves as a 
community use space while 
visually and physically 
opening to the large plaza 
to the east.

The 8.4-acre urban site 
incorporates a new playing 
field of artificial turf which 
allows a high level of use by 
both the school and 
community. An outdoor 
plaza and stage fronts on 
the historic west elevation 
just blocks from Boulder’s 
Pearl Street Mall.



Learning Environment: One of 
the primary reasons the 
existing building wasn’t 
salvaged and renovated was 
the significantly small 
classroom sizes and inability for 
the space to accommodate 21st

century learning. The new 
facility groups classrooms in 
teaching team arrangements 
around common spaces where 
student lockers, study/break-
out space and teacher planning 
areas are located. 

Classroom Pods



Learning Environment: 
Enabling students to socialize in 
multiple environments was also 
important to the program. 
Common spaces, shared work 
spaces and integrated 
curriculum all support this goal. 
Additionally, incorporating 
sustainability into the 
curriculum is an evolving goal 
for the school. Unique to Casey 
Middle School was the 350-
student auditorium, which 
supports the strong music and 
performing arts that has been a 
hallmark of educational 
delivery at Casey.

Student Socialization Spaces



Physical Environment: The 
architecture of the new school 
uses contemporary forms to 
contrast with the historic walls. 
A new main entry was created 
on the east side of the building 
opening into the commons, 
serving as the cafeteria and a 
social space for students. The 
library uses the historic façade 
for its full three-story space. 
One of the original entries 
remains as a secondary entry 
into the library. The three-story 
classrooms are north-facing, 
allowing maximum daylight 
into learning areas with 
minimal glare. The three-story 
classroom area has separate 
levels for 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grades, a programmatic 
requirement. Tubular skylights 
balance natural light in the rear 
of the room in both main and 
upper floor classrooms.

Contemporary Architecture



Physical Environment: 
Technology is present school-
wide. All teaching spaces 
incorporate wireless as well as 
wired internet access and 
include enhanced sound 
delivery with full video 
presentation capabilities. 
Dedicated computer labs are 
provided. The teaching spaces 
extend to the site with a 
presentation area and stage on 
the west plaza and an outdoor 
amphitheater space to the 
east.

Sustainable strategies led Casey 
Middle School to become the 
first LEED Platinum school in 
Colorado and only the second 
Platinum middle school in the 
nation, including:

Outdoor Presentation Space

• Approximately 80% of required lighting levels achieved from controlled daylight.
• Heating and cooling achieved by a water-to-air ground source heat pump.
• Recycled and low VOC materials used throughout.
• Drought tolerant plants and bioswales for water conservation.
• Retractable auditorium seating adds additional performing and instructional space.
• Site open space was maximized with below grade parking for over 50% of the 

required parking.
• Old gymnasium flooring is repurposed as wall coverings throughout the building.  



Planning Process: The design 
process with the Design 
Advisory Team (DAT) involved 
18 meetings over a six month 
period. As program space 
requirements were developed, 
“equity” with the other Middle 
Schools in the District was an 
important consideration; 
however, the DAT wanted 
Casey Middle School to be a 
state-of-the-art sustainable 
school for the District. 

Reaching consensus required 
the team to listen carefully to a 
polarized and emotionally 
charged DAT.  A portion of the 
DAT wanted to preserve the 
1924 building. But many saw 
the historic school with 675-
square-foot classrooms and 
riddled with structural issues as 
unworkable for educating 
children into the future and 
wanted to see the existing 
building demolished and 
replaced.

Reusing the Historic Walls



Planning Process: The architect 
developed a concept for both 
scenarios. A third scenario of 
demolishing the existing 
building while saving the 
original west and south walls of 
the 1924 building surfaced, 
received support from 22 of the 
24 DAT members, and moved 
forward.

The Design Advisory Team 
included the design team, 
school Principal, neighbors, 
community members, teachers, 
students, various 
administrators, sustainability 
and historic preservation 
consultants, custodians, district 
personnel, and engineers.

Salvaging Historic Walls
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Exhibition of School Planning and Architecture
Project Data

Submitting Firm : RB+B Architects, Inc.
Project Role Architect of Record
Project Contact Lacey Reckelhoff
Title Director of Marketing
Address 315 E. Mountain Ave., Suite 100
City, State or Province, Country Fort Collins, CO, USA 80524
Phone 970-484-0117

Joint Partner Firm: n/a
Project Role
Project Contact
Title
Address
City, State or Province, Country
Phone

Other Firm: n/a
Project Role
Project Contact
Title
Address
City, State or Province, Country
Phone

Construction Firm: Saunders Construction
Project Role Construction Manager/General Contractor
Project Contact Jason Godby
Title Project Manager
Address 6950 S. Jordan Rd.
City, State or Province, Country Centennial, CO, USA 80112
Phone 303-617-3874



Exhibition of School Planning and Architecture
Project Details

Project Name Casey Middle School
City Boulder
State Colorado
District Name Boulder Valley School District
Supt/President Bruce K. Messinger, Ph.D., Superintendent
Occupancy Date August 2010
Grades Housed 6, 7, 8

Capacity(Students) 600
Site Size (acres) 8.4 acres
Gross Area (sq. ft.) 106,458 sf
Per Occupant(pupil) 177.43 sf/pupil
gross/net please indicate gross

Design and Build? (see below)
If yes, Total Cost:
Includes:

If no, 
Site Development: $2,751,689
Building Construction: $23,326,058
Fixed Equipment: $474,216
Other: Design Fees: $2,046,323

Total: $28,598,286



The school uses contemporary 
forms in contrast with the 
salvaged historic walls.  A 
photovoltaic array publicly 
announces the District’s (and 
the community’s) commitment 
to sustainability.

Supplemental Image 1:
Blending Old with New



A green roof was designed to 
be part of the school’s 
curriculum in sustainability. 
Tubular daylighting devices (as 
seen in the photo) help deliver 
natural daylighting to 
classroom spaces.

Supplemental Image 2:
Green Roof



A photovoltaic array doubles as 
covered bicycle parking for 
students and staff.

Supplemental Image 3:
Photovoltaic Array



The three-story library 
integrates traditional media as 
well as the latest in technology 
for students.

Supplemental Image 4:
Media Center



Flooring from the old school’s 
gymnasium was repurposed 
into wall coverings throughout 
the new school.

Supplemental Image 5:
Reclaimed Gym Flooring
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