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The School is to be located in th
Anmore, British Columbia. 25 KM ea
Vancouver, Anmore lies above the Burrard Inlet, a
route used heavily by industry for its ease of
shipping. Nestled in the base of the mountains,
the village is an idyllic community which has
managed to maintain its semi-rural, natural
environment. Bordered by parkland, old growth
forests and lakes, the surrounding scene typifies
the relationship between the residents of Anmore
and the natural landscape.
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PROJECT BASED LEARNING

The 21st century learning environment is fast paced and
less predictable. As a result, personalized learning has
developed which focuses on teamwork which involves
project based learning with a focus on collaboration. This
strengthens the students ability to work effectively and
communicate with others. Project based learning allows
the teacher to act as a guide. The ideology that the
teacher holds all of the knowledge which can be delivered
to students has been redirected through accessibility to
digital information. Project based learning capitalizes on
the students initiative and ability to work remotely or
with others. Blended learning is often referenced which
acknowledges that content is available on line at all times
and the teacher becomes the facilitator to produce active
learning. The teamwork areas which actively join the
classroom pods facilitate project based learning and
promote student collaboration

INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING

Future trends in learning focus on interdisciplinary learning which cross traditional segmented
course work. This concept relies on the open exchange of ideas which has resulted in the
emergence of themed learning academies. Interdisciplinary learning by nature, is collaborative.
Collaborative environments employ “Appreciative Inquiry” which is a process of inquiry and
requires action and the collaboration is generative. The elevated courtyard brings the nature
indoors and provides a contemplative space to effectively bind all of the learning environments
together.

HANDS ON LEARNING

The act of making or doing is a key component to learning and is outlined in numerous books
related to 21st Century Learning such as “Shop Class as Soul-craft by Matthew Crawford”. This is an
approach which operates with the act of engagement at the core with the overall methodology
being active and applied. The gymnasium, project spaces, classrooms and media centre are all
highly visible which display all aspects of the educational curriculum.
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EXERCISE AND LEARNING
Exercise and learning are not
studies accumulated and prese
developmental molecular biologists
correlation between cognitive ability, and
aptitude when it follows exercise. Studies such as th
are helping to inform modifications to the current
teaching curriculum which is typically defined. Schools
have emerged that allow students to start their day with
50 minutes of an exercise of their choice. An open
gymnasium encourages activity and promotes activity.
Direct connection to the outdoor environment was also a
design element which inspires students to explore the
natural environment.
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SUSTAINABLE LEARNING

Sustainability in our built world is all important in today’s
architectural discourse; however, the sustainable
initiatives encompassed in the design of the school act not
only to address environmental concerns but to create a
setting where students can interact with nature and learn
from their environment. Exposure to a building which
provides palpable green building systems creates critical
educational opportunities in every area of the school.
These opportunities play a large part in the student’s
education while challenging future generations to re-
evaluate their relationship with the natural environment,
and become inspired, sustainability-conscious thinkers.
What is learned within schools today and the years to
come will shape the future. The direction of our future
citiesand the environmentare in the hands of our youth.
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themselves in maintaining a two-level structure,

and in order to achieve this requirement the

gymnasium has been depressed one full story and

has been oriented in an east / west direction to

allow for optimal egress as well as the ideal

orientation for the control of natural daylight into

the space.

The result is a “U-shaped” configuration where the
two primary classroom wings and the centrally
located library open onto a common elevated
courtyard space which optimally binds the
program spaces in which students learn.
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The green courtyard and its proximi
classrooms  bridges the indoor learni
environment to nature. By connecting the
classrooms and the courtyard, the design
encourages teachers and students to look at the
outdoors as a space for learning and exploration.
As a core philosophy, there is a belief that
sustainability is ultimately achieved through
education. By connecting the classrooms and the
courtyard, the design encourages teachers and
students to look at the outdoors as a space for
learning and exploration. The creation of these
microclimates will allow the local bird habitat to
flourish which reinforces a visually and audible
connection to nature. As a core philosophy, there
is a belief that sustainability is ultimately achieved
through education.
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